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and the French were making it impossible to take even
revolvers aad gas-masks into Ethiopia by railway or
aeroplane.1 Many people in England have been misled
by newspapers, like the Observer, and believe that the
last part of the campaign was a great feat of arms.
Some of the correspondents on the Ethiopian side con-
tributed to this misunderstanding by a natural but
mistaken optimism during the early part of the war.
It may, therefore, be as well to state the extent of the
Italian forces which undertook the final attack. The
figures, which can be checked from Italian sources, are
given in Mr. Steer's C&sar in Abyssinia.

Amba Aradam. 2 Army Corps, supplies of 22,000,000
cartridges, 219,000 shells, over 200 cannon, between
200 and 300 aeroplanes, with bombs and poison gas.

Tembien. 2 Army Corps, 7,000,000 cartridges, 48,000
shells, and over 100 aeroplanes. Some artillery.

Shire. 2 Army Corps, 10,000,000 cartridges, 50,000
shells. Some artillery and aeroplanes.

Against this there were, according to B^doglio's very
generous estimate, the last remnants of the levies and
the small regular army.

The enemy, with about 5,000 men, was holding
positions at Aia, and with 30,000-35,000, positions
at Agumberta-Assel Gherti; among these forces, in
second line was the Imperial Guard, consisting of
6 full battalions of infantry and 8 battalions of
artillery, with some 30 guns, all with modern arms
and equipment; solid units, trained on European

1 Passengers were not allowed to take any arms from Jibuti to
Addis Ababa. A Red Cross *plane was delayed for several days
in France because seven gas-masks were discovered for the four
occupants.